
Activity 3: The Good, the Bad, the Better

Activity Part 1: Considering Assets and Needs

1.  Write “Good” on one side of the board/chart paper and “Needs Improvement” on the other.
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 in the “Good” column. [Examples: Our community supports recycling; we have a senior citizen   
 center and a youth center.]
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 Improvement” column. Try to keep participants focused on the local community but include   
 state and national examples if they are brought up. [Examples: The playground equipment is 
 broken and unsafe; we have no crossing guard to help before or after school.]

2.  Ask participants to think about what issues they would like to consider addressing. 

OVERVIEW In this fourMpart activity, participants think about issues in their own 
community. In part 1, participants discuss the assets and needs of their 
community.  In part 2, participants select three issues to investigate.  In 
part 3, participants conduct a survey to learn more about the issues.  In 
part 4, the class discusses the survey results.

CORE PRINCIPLE Citizenship is a way of life, not a singular event.
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and responsibilities through everyday relationships in their homes and 
communities.

SESSION MATERIALS Chalkboard/white board, chalk/dry erase markers
Chart paper, markers
Handout:  Issue Survey
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Activity Part 2: Selecting Issues

 1. Review the issues list from part 1.  Lead a discussion focused on the following points:
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 2. After group discussion, choose three issues based on:
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 3.   List  the three issues on the board or on chart paper. Divide participants into three groups. 
  Assign one issue to each group for further investigation.

Activity Part 3: Listening to the Community

� 	�����=51&.3�94�5&79.(.5&398�9-&9�9-*�E789�89*5�9-*>�<.11�9&0*�<.11�'*�94�1.89*3�94�<-&9�49-*7�(422:3.9>�� �
� � 2*2'*78�-&;*�94�8&>�&'4:9�9-*.7�)*8.,3&9*)�.88:*8��!-*>�<.11�:8*�&�8.251.E*)�;*78.43�4+�9-*�� �
  investigative process that Congress uses before introducing a bill. 

 2.   Hand out four survey forms to each participant. Tell them to write the three designated  
  issues on each of the four surveys. Have participants complete one survey.

 3.   Have participants use remaining surveys to interview three community members.  Participants
  should retain completed surveys for the next group meeting. 

Activity Part 4: Reviewing Data

 1. Draw a chart on the board, listing the issues on the leftMhand column and the rankings across the   
  top.  
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 2.   Discuss with participants how each issue would impact the members of the community. 
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 3.   Ask participants to look at each issue. Discuss over which might have the most     
 impact. Explain to participants that impact can make many forms

 4.   Encourage participants to continue discussing these issues with each other and in the community  
 in preparation for choosing an issue they will address in Part II.
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1.  Rank the following three issues in order of importance to your community with (1) being the most   
 important to do something about.

2.  Which of these affected you directly?  How?

3.  What changes would you suggest to improve one or more of the issues listed above?

4. Are you willing to support policies that are not personally best for me, but do serve the common good.

Very Willing Somewhat
Willing Not Likely Not Willing

 issue survey
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